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Richard Cromer was born on the 13" of Sgptember 1927 in Carlisle, Pd. He
fought in World War Il in theg army and was a commissiongr. This intgrview is taken place
in Mechaniesburg, PH. My name is Vidya lsala. I'm the intervigwer. dlso present is dmisha
loala, Rohan lsala and Nita lala.

What is the highegst rank or grade that gou held?
(Richard Cromer) The highgst rank, in the serviee?
Yeah
(Richard Cromer) Pirst igcutgnant
Who was the troop or battgry which you server in?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I serve in an organization called the drmy’s Seeurity dgency,
and it was a unit of its own.

Who was your commander?

(Richard Cromer) Good gracious girll o you realizg how long ago that was? [ don’t
know namgs. Tlg was a captain, but I don’t Know his namg angmorg. That was a long
timg ago.

®id you serve on the Battalion, Reggiment or Pivision?

(Richard Cromer) Battalion. Regiment or Pivision. No, | was attached to the Fifth (ir
Foreg. But | was in the drmy, not the ir Foreg. It was just an attached organization.
Wnd we werg attached because we used their facilitics. That’s all.

What was theg datg of your gnlistment?
(Richard Cromer) February ong of 1945.

How old werg you?



(Richard Cromer) Just turned gighteen.
How long were gou... What was the lgngth of your service?

(Riechard Cromer) Well [ was in for a gear and a half in the Regular drmy. ¥nd when |
was discharged, | was a Sergegant and then | camg back and | had the GI Bill, which
gaveg me four gears of collgge education and | joingd the ROTC there and when | was
finished with the ROTC | was commissiongd to Sgecond lsicutgnant.

What was the placg of gnlistment?
(Richard Cromer) What was the what?

The placg of gnlistment.
(Richard Cromer) Initial gnlistment?

Ugs.
(Richard Cromer) Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

®id you havg any previous occupation?
(Riechard Cromer) Oceupation?

Ugah, likg a job?

(Riechard Cromer) Course. Gracious. Ygs. | had a lot of jobs as a Rid. Part timg jobs.
Jou know when gou arg growing up. {Ind... Oh man, | had multiple jobs. You’d get
somgething that would be run three or four months and... or during the summer months,
between school. Ong year in collggde, | shoveled coal. It those days they had a lot of
coal burning furnacgs and this ggntlgman camg down from theg coal mings and then |
went to work for him unloading coal trucks, at twegnty-five egnts an hour. o [ don’t
think that gou would find too many work that mang... work at that Rind of wage
angmorg. Yo you?

No, probably not.

(Richard Cromer) No, yeah. But just a lot of part timg jobs, until | got... until |
graduated.

How and why did gou join thg sgrvieg?
(Richard Cromer) How what?
Hlow and why did gou join the sgrvicg? Were you drafted or...

(Riechard Cromer) It was a combination. Jgah, | saw the draft board coming, so |
gnlisted. {1 lot of guys did that.

1t that time did you fegel that the draft was ngegssary and fair?



(Richard Cromer) Ugs. Well, who wants to be drafted? But it was during wartime and
gou had to do somgthing to savg your country, so... | don’t think the draft was fair,
beecausg therg werg a number of guys that found reasons why they didn’t pass their
physicals and makg it into the servicg. You know, bat that’s ang Rind a of a dgal you
do. There is always a littlg sidg Rick there someplacg, right?

YUgah. Hlas gour opinion of the World War Il draft changed since then?
(Riechard Cromer) My opinion of the draft?

Ugs.

(Riechard Cromer) Well to be very hongst with gou, I don’t think there is a draft
angmorg.

Ugah | don’t think there is much.

(Richard Cromer) No, | don’t know of a draft. If there is they missed me, but | don’t. |
think a draft is a ngegssary evil, in order to baild gour military strength up. {Ind if
somgbody asked mg, | would say that gverg young person, including both sgxes,
should sgrvg at Igast two ygars in the sgrvieg. you gain a world of grperigneg that you
just don’t have when you arg not therg.

Peseribe the circumstances in which gou first hegard of the attack on Pearl
Harbor.

(Richard Cromer) Ohh. Well. I think if was down town, Carlislg, at a littlg shop called
Chocolatg Shop World, where the Rids gathered and | just happened to be there and
gou heard this ngws comg across the radio and we couldn’t beligve what they were
saying, becausg Orson Wellegs pullgd a stunt short time beforg that [ think it was, where
he said about that therg was an invasion of aligns coming into this country. Well it was
a stunt. But he had gverybody scared to death. Bat that was back thegn and so gou
weregn’t quite surg of what was trug or what wasn’t trug, ‘till ygou saw it on the screen.
That’s a movig sereegn, not a tv sergen. they didn’t quitg have tv yet then.

What were gour initial reactions to gntering military servieeg? lsike with family
and frignds and Rnow that you werg going to Igave them, and stuff?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I don’t know. [ don’t think thereg was any objections. €vergbody
was in accord that weg should bg doing somgthing to help our eountry. Now, women
worked their back gnds off during that war too and war jobs that bgcausg most of the
men being in the servieg couldn’t be dong without the women, and they did. They did a
lot of work there.

Where did gou train as a reeruit?
(Richard Cromer) Where did I...

train as a reerait?



(Richard Cromer) Oh. I'm a littlg...
dorry. No, Its okag.

(Riechard Cromer) No, | have a hearing problgm in my Igft gar there. [ was down to Fort
MeClellan, dlabama, which was an infantry camp at that timg. | don’t know if its still in
gristgncg or not, but that’s where | did myg initial training.

1t what posts werg you stationed at during the statgside servieg?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I went to sechool. dfter | finished my basic training, | went to
school in Orangg, Virginia. That placg called Vidgo Farms, which was a school for
specialists and | Igft therg and went to California as a delag and route. I'm going
oversgas, so wg went out therg and Igft out at Camp Stongman, California., sailed out
of therg and thegn took ong of thosg small banana boats over.

What was gour opinion of thg wgapons you saw and used in theg segrvicg?

(Richard Cromer) Well, they were... If gou ook at today’s weapons, they were quite
dated. But they at the time that’s what we had and we used them and they werg
affective. But any wegapon that dogs the job its intended for is not... 'm not surg about
all that. But somgbody has to be out therg and do the shooting and the Killing if you
want to win a war and our objegctive at that timg was to win the war. Therge is a lot of
unhappingss going on then, during that period of time.

What werg gour opinions of thg ¢quipment, clothing and rations you werg
issued?

(Richard Cromer) What could you do about it? That’s all we got. {dnd the clothing was
warm, the food was alright—most of the time it was powdered food. {Ind you Igarngd
to gat powdgred milk and powdered ¢ggs and powdered potatogs and you Rnow all
thosg Rinds of things. But at Igast it’s something to gat, so that was thg main part. |
havg no objgetions to it. | mgan thg only objgetions... if you didn’t like it gou didn’t ¢at
it; if gyou didn’t gat it you didn’t last longgr, right?

Yup. What did gou think of thg quality of Igadership whilg you werg in the
sgrvicg?

(Richard Cromer) Well angbody could bg qugstioned as to their abilities. Harry
Traman didn’t likg Gegneral MeCarthy. | had to stop and think a minate there. g didn’t
likg Gengral McCarthy; he was a damn good gengral. But the same way with Gegngeral
Patent in Hfrica with the third army. But those guy had a job to do and they did it. o
gou got to do it, you know?

What did you think of the discipling at the time?

(Riechard Cromer) Well as [ said at the beginning, | think that gvergbody should have
somg military timg, because of discipling. | think if weg had morg discipling today we
wouldn’t have all thg problegms wg got. But that’s my personal feelings, so. We had a



couplg of, during basic training, wg had a couplg of patoon sergeants that were
toughgr than nails. But they had a job to do and that was to get us tough too. o that’s
part of theg training.

What forms of off duty reergation werg common? Likg what did gou do in
gour Igisurg timeg?

(Richard Cromer) [ don’t know... in basic training therg wasn’t much ‘causg you werg
gong all the timg. In training, unfortunately I lgzarngd to smokg in the Irmy, because
you would havg bregak timg and of coursg theg break timeg was Igt’s grab a smoke. You
kRnow gverygbody smoked, so ygou smoked too. It was a... it was a bad habit to get into
but at the timg it was something that was... it was aceegpted and we didn’t realize what
the danggers of it was then. {Ind... But weg had a PX and you ecould go thereg and buy
things, various things when you had a couplg hours off. When [ went to school in
Virginia, | was closg gnough that | could hitehhike home over the wegkend and then |
would get a weegkend pass. {Ind thosg days it was safg to go out on theg road and
hitechhike, gou kKnow. | wouldn’t want to try it todayg. No wag! Bat thegn you could come
homg and therg would always bg somgthing going ong—chasg the girls around or
whatgver gou Rnow.

How adequate was thg medical carg?
(Richard Cromer) How?
How adequate was thg medical carg?

(Richard Cromer) ddequate! Well, I gugss it was alright. [ didn’t... It certainly wasn’t likeg
it is today. Thosg days when a guy go wounded out on the figld, gou know it could
take days before he could get back. Today well they fly in with those choppers, pick a
guy up and get him back to a major hospital within a couplg hours, which is saving
thegse guys now. | don’t... | don’t kKnow. | didn’t make gripe with the medical deal.

Was drinking a problgm in gour unit? Was drinking a problgm in gour unit?
(Richard Cromer) No. Not then.
How about drug use?

(Richard Cromer) We didn’t gven hear of drugs. | mean it might have bgen around, but
we didn’t—I didn’t... The only ong that [ gver heard of ong timeg was, therg was a band
and they had a drummer called Geng Rrupa. I don’t know if you had gver heard of him
or not. But boy he could play drums likg gou couldn’t beligve. 19Ind he played with
Harry James and somg of thosg big bands in the days and they joked about hg must
havg beggn smoking marijuana ‘causg nobody could beat a drum likeg he did. Bat |
didn’t RKnow. [ ngver saw him smoKkg marijuana. | wouldn’t havg gvgn Rnown what |
looked like if I did sgeg him smokRing it so. | can’t gven reeall gver hearing of drugs in
those days. Not today you Rnow gou could walk down theg street and somebody taps
gou on the ¢lbow now. {Im [ right?



Ugah
(Riechard Cromer) Just don’t get involved with them.

Yegah. What military slang words or phrasegs werg popular during your
military servieg?

(Riechard Cromer) “Rilroy was here.” ®id you gver hear of that ong?

Yep.

(Riechard Cromer) ORag. “Rilroy was here.” Well, ‘course there was always the “draft
dodgers”—they called them. Right? The guys who skipped out of the arga. | don’t kKnow
what ¢lsg.

Pid gou know any instancg of ¢thnic or racial discrimination?

(Richard Cromer) Well now you arg Igading me into a bad qugstion. In thosg days, we
had sggregation of black and whitg troops. {Ind the black troops werg basically into
transportation. In the statgs [ didn’t run into it, but when [ was oversgas we hit a couplg
of placgs wherg therg werg transportation courseg guys and they were all black. Bat, |
don’t know, magbg [ looked at it differently bat I didn’t sge or think of any Rind of
problgms. [ undgrstand therg werg a ot of problgms with sggdregation. | didn’t
personally seg it, so | can’t... | can’t talk about somgthing I didn’t see., right?

Yup. How was thg moralg of gour unit?
(Richard Cromer) Good!
It was.
(Richard Cromer) Oh go ahgad. Finish the question.
Oh it’s oRagy. | was going to sag like from getting mails from homg and...

(Richard Cromer) Oh well mail call was always a challgngg: you wanted to see who got
the most Igtters and madge surg you got ong. fnd gvery now and thgn a box would
comg in with somg goodigs in it and you better well sharg thosg becausg if you didn’t
gou lost the box! But | remegmber my mom sent me a box. {Ind | say that getting soap
was a difficult program. {Ind blgss her heart, she sgnt me a big box of ivory flakes.
Well therg was nowherg where | could usg ivory flakes, right. 80 we neged bar soap but
she didn’t realize that so weg passed that out to the hospital court. They liked ivory...
ivory snow | gugss it was callegd. [ don’t know, flakgs or something. But anyway it was
a powdgred type of thing and wg ngeded bar soap. But the ong good soap at the time
was tershey’s Chocolate soap. | don’t know if gou ever knegw that theg madg soap or
not.

No. I didn’t.



(Richard Cromer) Well they had some Rind of a byproduet from the cacao. ¥nd they
madg big... well they were bars about yay big like that that I'm sure the government
must havg paid for them somghow, | don’t know, magbg Hershey donated them, I don’t
kRnow. But wg went oversgas we, well we got.. we gach got a big bar of that chocolate
soap or Cocoa soap. That’s what they called it, Cocoa soap. {Ind... But anygthing you
got from homg was always welecome.

What affect did combat have on thg moralg?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I don’t Know. [ wasn’t in combat. | megan gvergong despised the
fact ygou know you’d get your head blown off. But nobody liked it but again it was
something that had to bg dong

What factors helped improve the moralg?

(Richard Cromer) Well, morg mail, right? {Ind gvery now and then they brought in
gntertaingrs from the states and they’d put on a show for you—Iikeg Bob Hope. Those
kind of things, you know. They were pretty good. But that was basically about it.

How and to what grtegnt werg religious convictions gxpressed in gour unit?
(Richard Cromer) Religious?
Ygs. Were thereg ang religious...

(Richard Cromer) Well, [ don’t know. | don’t... | don’t know how to answer that. [ don’t
recall sgging ang Rind of problgms with it. | mgan gou gither... gou went to chapel or
gou didn’t went to chapel. It was really that simplg. {Ind when we got into Japan in the
occupation, therg was a Nisgi woman that worked there, 8ot a job on thg basg and her
husband—shg was an {Imerican—I said Nisgi but shg was basically Imgrican—and
her husband was a minister, camg over from Japan, right bgforg Pearl Harbor. {Ind |
don’t remgmber now... No hg met her in America, geah. But when heg went back to
Japan, theyg threw him in prison bgcausg heg had marrigd an fAmgerican and they had
somg pretty rough timegs during that war, gven though they were native Japangse. {Ind
a couplg of us guys from the basg, lcarngd about this littlg chureh herg in the town and
wg went down with basketballs and basgballs and weg madg icg ergam ong timg—they
never had ieg ergam. &0 it was a ngat affair and the Rids loved it. | mgan, boy gou talk
about the Rids, they would pilg in therg by the hundreds! {Ind no animosity. The only
placg you’d run into troublg would bg if ygou went into somg of the littlg country towns,
if you werg walking around. fInd the old Japangse wegrgn’t happy with us, bat | always
had a comgback ‘You started it; we finished itl” What ¢lse could you say, right?

Pid you obsgrveg any ngwspaper or radio war corrgspondegncee?
(Richard Cromer) ®id I do who?

Pid you get any information from ngwspapers and radios?



(Richard Cromer) Well there as it a ngwspaper. | think it was called #Wrmg Times. But
gvegry now and thegn that thing would comg out; it wasn’t somgthing every week gou
had, you know. But | dealt with radio, quitg a bit. 0 when | had off, the last thing |
wanted to do was turn on a radio and listgn to it, right.

[ understand. o0 you werg not in combat?
(Richard Cromer) No.

ORay. Pid you g0 oversgas?
(Richard Cromer) Ygs!

What were gouar feelings towards going oversegas?

(Richard Cromer) It was an gxperigneg. [ don’t know that I had ang Rinda problgm with
it. It was just happen to bg that that was part of the deal. That’s what | trainegd for and
the job I traingd for required that I'd 8o overseas. fInd we werg replacing somg of the
guys that had beggn in hgavy combat and wanted to get home, so our job was to
rgplacg them. logt them come home and we filled in for them.

Where did gou 8o oversegas? Like, which countrigs?

(Richard Cromer) Japan. | stopped on Guam, | stopped on Saipan. We stopped brigfly
in Honolulu. {Ind just likg that the namge Igft me. It'll come back! But when we came
homeg, weg had about fiftegn hundred Hlawaiian troops on and I'll ngver forget we...The
sRippger of the boat told us we werg stopping in Honolulu for ong dag and then unload
thesg troops. Ind for somg strangg reason, the boat brokg down for about sgven
days. 0 wg had sgven wonderful days going through Honolulu. Now this was after the
war therg, you kKnow; they had started to clgan up the island. But it was a niceg littlg
brgak. Ind somge of that water down through that way gets littlg rough too, so you
gnjoy the calmngss, by not having theg boat rocking all over the placg, right? You gver
beggn on a big boat?

| don’t think so.

(Richard Cromer) Oh okay. They can rocek funny sometimes. They go forward and they
80 sideways.

Pid you assist in the gstablishment of civil affairs government in libgrating
frigndly countrigs?

(Richard Cromer) No. That was on the other sidg, where that dgveloped more. I did
travel through, we called it Hiroshima, today thgse people call it Hiroshima, and
Nagasaki, where the atomic bomb fell. {Ind that was a horrgndous mess there, but that
thing saved ong heek of a lot of lives.

What were gour reactions to V-] Dag—Victory over Japan?



(Richard Cromer) Wonderful. Happy. Right? Surg. That megant we wouldn’t have ang
fivg or six years to segrve likg somge of thosg poor guys did, yeah.

How was theg moralg and discipling of your unit after the €nd of Hostilitiecs?

(Richard Cromer) Well, that’s hard to answer because | was just going through basic
training at that point thegn, so [ didn’t have ang... | mgan gvergbody had a job at that
point of making it through basic training. o, hard qugstion to answer though.

Hgdreed. Po you remegmber any of the awards and dgcorations you recgived?
I’s alright if gou don’t.

(Riechard Cromer) Good conduct medal, the Occupation of Japan..there was another
ong and | can’t think of what that was. [ will havg to g¢t my dischargg papgers out and
ook at that thing—I think that will sag it.

dlright. o you think that the awards and dgcorations werge distributed
fairly?

(Richard Cromer) I think so. | mean it was pretty... what [ saw was pretty packed. [ mean
if you werg in a certain theater, well that’s where you werg and thgn gou got a ribbon
or a medal for that. You Know if gou climb Mount Fuji, you got a ribbon for that |
gugss, | don’t know. No, | think it was all pretty fair. Some guys wear, gou know gyou
sge these guys with about four hundred ribbons on therg and you wonder how they
can participate in all thosg things, but they werg, | would gugss, they werge all fair.

dlright. Pgscribg your weleomeg homg to the United States.

(Richard Cromer) Oh my gracious! Therg was fiftg thousand peoplg out there greeting
us! No, by that timg, you know things were pretty settled down. fAnd [ don’t know it was
not likg V-] Pay, when you Know gvergbody just literally torg New York City apart.
When [ came homg it wasn’t like that at all. [ was just happy to bg homg in ong pigee
and get started with my life again and gou Know.

How long did you regmain in the serviee after the €nd of Hostilitigs?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I was in the Reserves for glgven years afterwards and I got
discharged with a term they used at the time ‘I was in grade to long.” {Ind they had an
grpression callgd ‘at thg convgnigneg to the government’ they discharge you. o if you
werg not in a activeg Regserve unit, why they discharged you.

Po you remegmber the date and placg of your discharge?

(Richard Cromer) Surg. Ygah, | goy discharged in Camp Stongman, California. {Ind it
was—I think it was—July the 30", of 1947. Ygah. That's where | got discharged from the
segrvice—my official dischargg wasn’t until a couplg days later. We had a thirty dagy
gracg period thereg of being discharged out of the service.

What did you do after you were discharged?



(Richard Cromer) Well, I went downtown and grabbed a great big steak and
milkshakg—that’s not what gou want to hear, is it? Well, | camg back homg and a
group of us guys, that all went into the servieg together decided that wg werg going to
80 back to school. {Ind a local Pasteur in our Carlisleg, grabbed a bunch of gight of us
and wg went to Gettysburg and he personally saw to it that we were all admitted. {dnd
today weg might havg a littlg problegm with doing that. But regardlgss of grades or
background, we were all admitted there and we got a—I got a four year education
beeausg of my timg in the service.

Pescribe the gase, or difficulty, which you readapted to civilization.

(Richard Cromer) I didn’t have ang difficultigs. | thought it was prettg neat. No, [ megan
gou didn’t haveg somgbody yglling at you all the timg—do this, do that—but that didn’t
bother me. No.

Beforg the war, did you graduate from high school?
(Richard Cromer) Ugs.
When?
(Richard Cromer) When?
Ugah.
(Richard Cromer) 1945.
Hlright. id you 8o to collgde or a tradeg school before the war?

(Riechard Cromer) Yeah, | put ong sgmester in. {Ind that’s where | started with this
ROTC Program. ¥Ind when | turned gighteegn, | knegw that the greeting wasn’t far behind,
s0 they legt us finish—all of us that started—they Igt us finish that sgmester and then
wg got our greetings. 90, at that point, why | gnlisted, and they gave us the option of
sailing the draft or beging ¢gnlisting, so | did.

What was thg namg of your collgge?
(Richard Cromer) Gettysburg Collegge.

Oh. Okay. What dggree wereg you pursuing?
(Riechard Cromer) Bachelor of {rts.

ORagy. 0 you went to a collgge under the G—
(Richard Cromer) GI Bill.

What was thg namg of that school?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I just gave that to you, Gettysburg Collgge.



Qettysburg? Which—okay, so you did it under ROTC... Was therg a degree
attached to that?

(Richard Cromer) To the ROTC?
Ugah, like for the collgge. Was therg a degree? Pid you also pursug art, or...

(Riechard Cromer) Bachgelor of rts—from the collggge, not from the ROTC. Is that what
gyou arg asking mg?

Ugah.

(Riechard Cromer) From the collgge. Ygah. Now my major was Political Scignceeg and
€conomics. 1Ind for somge strange reason, | gnded uap with a minor in Mathgmatics and
€nglish Literature. So, | don’t know why, bat | did.

What dogs the @I Bill megan to you?

(Richard Cromer) Well, it megant an education, for me. Paid my way through school and
bought my books and gavg mg some spending mongy to pay for my room and board.
1t that timg—I don’t know if you havg looked at collgges recently, but | understand
they arg a little gxpensive. My tuition was ¢ight hundred dollars. Plus books and
board, you know, but ¢ight hundred dollars is what wg—is what it cost.

Wow! ®id you join the National Guard or Organized Reserves after the war?
(Riechard Cromer) Ugs. | joingd the Reserves, not the Guard.
For how long did you belong to the Reserves?

(Richard Cromer) €lgven years. Oh wait a minute now, let’s sge. Ygah, ¢lgven years. |
got... it was 1958, when they discharged me. find that was a messed up affair. My job
transferred me to Texas and, with mg MOS [Military Occupational Specialty]
background, | couldn’t get a unit of what my specialty was and all | could get into
down therg was figld artillery and [ ¢lgeted not to do that, so they ¢lgeted not to Regp
me.

What was the—Identify your Reserve Unit.

(Richard Cromer) I don’t know if we had a name. It was just the drmy Reserves. 1Ind at
ong timg it was called an drmy Sgearity Unit because at that time the War Collgge—
the drmy War Collgge in Carlisle—had a school there of the drmy Security Wgeney,
so it just fit. Ind we werg just a Reserve Unit. Thereg must have been a unit name to it. |
don’t kKnow. I ngver... (Il [ did was 8o to meetings and beging that | was an officer | had
to giveg lgetures, so that was it.

ORkay. What—With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your
wartimg gxperigncegs?

(Richard Cromer) Well, my fellow veterans, geah.



Po you still kRggp in touch with frignds from the war?

(Richard Cromer) Not from my unit I don’t. No. There aren’t ang of them around
through here. Most of those guys were in California from what I can gather. But therg
was ong guy, that was in that unit with mg, hg was from Megchaniesburg. But gvery now
and then I'd call him, but that was it. But it’s not likg somg of thgsg—some of these
guys who werg in theg navy, they have ship reunions gvery year, where these guys all
get together and have a great big party. We don’t. We didn’t do that. You're quite.

World War Il was a significant national gxpgerignce. What, if angthing, did it
teach you about dmerica?

(Richard Cromer) fdbout who?

World War Il was a very national gxperignce. ®id it teach gou angthing about
Wmerica?

(Richard Cromer) Oh, dbout dmerica. Ygah. It taught me that we have the best country
in the world, that’s what and all dug rgspect to wherg you camge from—I'm not sayging
anything derogatory about that—but I'm a firm fAmerican. {Ind | think we've got the
best country in the world. Weg've got some lousy...okay | better not say that. | get
carrigd away oncg I'm...

Have gou read ang litgrature on World War 11?
(Riechard Cromer) Read ang litgratureg? Surg.
Po you agree with thg messages they portray?

(Richard Cromer) Well, somg of them are a little, a little flamboyant | gugss. | megan it
all dgpgnds on who thg author was. If hg was—If he got carrigd awag a littlg bit, he
would makg things sound pretty good. It’s likg ang Rind of a book. You know there’s
fiction and you can build up most ang Rind of a story, if you want to, right? | like to
stick with the facts of this, about the war, and of course I'm an admirer of the Civil War.
I had a great, great grandfather that fought in the Civil War. Hig was a Margland
Calvary—-l Fredrick Marilyn. {Ind | just happen to have his dischargg papers from
the serviee. g was a Confederate prisoner and | have his saber that heg used in the
army. 90, I'veg got somge military background. | havg beggn doing some regsgareh; | found
out that | havg a great, great unclg who fought in the Revolutionary War, too. o,
things 8o back or go forward, whichgver way you want to word them work at it, gou
know. Then [ had a grandfather that, he went out west. I don’t know if you ever read
about thg Oklahoma lsand Rush, when the country, the United States, gave out land out
west. Well, my granddad went out therg and hg homgstgaded right ngxt to an Indian
Reservation. There’s the map he used when heg went out there. ¥Ind he was there
fourtggn years. {Ind thgn camg back ¢ast and luckily hg met my grandmother and they
got marriegd. I'm a prodigy of that marriage, you kKnow. That dogsn’t have angthing to
do with the war but, you know that’s all part of our heritage, | ugss, right?



Uegah. What wereg gour grpectations at the gnd of the war—as for world
stability?

(Riechard Cromer) Well we had all hoped therg would be stability with it, but that must
be thg war to gnd wars. {Ind well, as we all know that didn’t happgn gither. {Ind I just
don’t think—wg’ve had war gver since timeg began. lsook at the Biblg. They were
fighting all the timeg. Samson took on the big Giant. {Ind, you know, ong way or
anothgr, therg was fighting, no matter whereg and | just don’t think—I hatg to sagy it this
way—I just don’t think we'll gver stop fighting, because you and | get together and we
disagree with something, well then, it may gscalatg into a fight. {Ind if weg got people
following us, well then we got morg peoplg involved and | just... | really hatg—I got
somg great grandRids coming along and | hatg to sgeg them caught up in all this mess
bat I don’t Know what ¢lsg is going to happen. | really don’t. This thing over in Iran is
horriblg. They arg trying to stop that bomb program therg and they don’t sgem to be...
therg | 80 again. dorry about that.

Its alright. o you have any other... Inything ¢lse to say about gour
grpgerignegs?

(Richard Cromer) I'm just lucky that [ madg it through and I'm thankful to God that |
madg it through ygeah. fInd [ really... | don’t look at my servieg time as an infringement
on my lifg, I just | think it was just a part of a phasg of growing up and | was thankful
for it.

Thank gou so much for gour time.
(Richard Cromer) You mean that’s it!
Yup.
(Richard Cromer) Oh, I thought you were going to ask me something hard here.
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Recalling that gou werge first in Regular {Irmy and thegn after being
discharged you becamge a degrgeant and after getting an gducation, you returned to



beeomg lsigcutgnant, could you sharg somg information on the differences between these
differgnt positions?

(Riechard Cromer) Surg. The differences between which?
These positions—the differgnt positions

(Riechard Cromer) Oh, well Sgrgeant is gnlisted man. ORag. {Ind that’s about a third
rank up—well it’s fourth rank. Well gou have Private, gou have Private First Class,
gou have a Corporal and thegn you haveg Sergeant. {dnd then they 8o up—aotaff, Master,
First—gou know, that Rind of thing. {Ind then the lsicutgnant is the—hg is the step into
being an officer. First is the Second ligutgnant, then a First Ligcutgnant and then gou
g0 on up to General. S0, as you can see | was down the ladder.

What were—
(Richard Cromer) Pogs that answer theg quegstion?
Ugs.
(Richard Cromer) It dogs
Uegah. Were therg specific rolgs or rgsponsibilitigs that comg with gach job?
(Richard Cromer) Surg. Ygah. S0 now what? Now you going to ask meg what I did, huh?
Yup.

(Richard Cromer) Well, it’s difficult for me to answer that because | was in sgeurity
work. Ind a lot of the stuff is rated as sgcured and not to be published. ORay?

Ugah, | understand.
(Richard Cromer) Not for ggngral information.

Ugs. | completely understand. (iright. Could you deseribg the typical
training that you reegived?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I don’t know about tgpical training. When 1 first went in the
servicg, | went through basie training in Fort McClellan, in dlabama and that was in
infantry training. {fter that was complgted [ was s¢lgeted to go to this school in
Virginia and that’s wherg [ went then for sgearity work. 9Ind we had to Igarn, ong of the
things wg had to Igarn was codg. {Ind you kRnow all of thosg things fall into place. {Ind
as an gnlisted man [ was working with sgvegral other gnlisted men and thegn when |
beeame an officer | had chargg of a couplg of guys that werg into this segcurity detail.
Wlright?

ORay. Werg gou traingd in first aid, signaling, radio or theg use of any special
gquipment?



(Riechard Cromer) I'm not following you. First aid?
Were gou traingd in first aid or signaling or radio?

(Riechard Cromer) Oh. Or. ORagy. No, no, no. [ don’t think | was traingd in first aid. That’s
a Corman.

Okay. How about
(Richard Cromer) It falls into that catggory. But gour next question was?
Signaling?
(Richard Cromer) Ygs.
Radio?
(Richard Cromer) Ues.
Is there specific details you could tell us about the training?

(Richard Cromer) Well, we spent a number of weegks Igarning code. You had to be ablg
to sgnd and recgive code. fAnd then after we finished with the sehooling, then we went
to were assigned to a unit and went into that unit then and did our work wg were
supposed to bg doing.

Okay.

(Richard Cromer) That dogsn’t answer that too good for you dogs it?
Nol No, it dogs actually.

(Richard Cromer) Okag.

I’s perfeet! What was gour opinion on thg political atmosphere during this
time?

(Richard Cromer) Well. Good gravy! President Roosgvelt had, had just died about the
middle of *45 | don’t remember the gract date. 1Ind Traman—Harry Truman—took
ovgr, and hg was an old, gr-army man. | think hg was a captain in theg armgy, in World
War L. [ didn’t think too mueh of him, but you know he... our country was in somg trging
times at that point. find wg werg trging to comg out of the recgssion that we had begegn
in, in thg ‘30s. {Ind of course the war pumped that thing up becausg therg was a lot of
war productions that wereg being dong and gave a lot of jobs out whilg then when the
war is ovgr, a lot of thosg jobs bgecamg non-gxistent, so it was another timg of... Well |
think in the ‘40s with the advent of the war, gavg a lot of peoplg jobs and a lot of
peoplg who werg ungmployablg had jobs and bgcamg morg incapableg of handling their
family with their financgs and that type of thing. o after the... let’s sge 8o ahgad.
Truman went out, then a great Gegneral by the namg of €isgnhower came in and he
really... tig was an army man and hg really took chargg, as an army man would take



chargg and procgeded to guidg theg country into a good program of getting out of that
problgm, gou know. It’s a shamg that we had term limits at that point and Roosgvelt
started that thing, thankfully because they were afraid that somegbody would step in
and bgecome a dictator. o by limiting it to two tegrms, it davg a man a chancg to work a
program hg beligved in. I'm not surg about this reggime todagy, | think it took him four
gears to convineg himsglf, hg was doing somgething, now hg’s going to take thg next
four years and try to do somgthing ¢lsg. ORay. legt’s et off of that part of me.

Okagy. dounds good. Pescribg your gxperignees in the Fifth Wir Foreg Unit.

(Richard Cromer) [ wasn’t really in the Fifth. | was just assigned to the Fifth because of
our sgeurity unit. {Ind they had an arga on their basg that weg could set up our
program. $o | really wasn’t in the dir Foreg. | was strictly {rmg.

ORagy. What wereg gour vigws on the use of the atomic bomb?

(Riechard Cromer) Had to bg dong. The Japangse were prepared to Rill gvergbody they
could Rill. dnd they were pregparing for somg big movegments and we just... [ don’t likg
thegse atomic weapons. They arg disastrous. But somewhere along the ling, something
has to be dong with them and I'm very concerned with Iran now, with them tryging to get
this nuclear thing going over there. Nobody sgems to know how to stop it.

Hgreed. Was it difficult to readjust to socigty?

(Riechard Cromer) No, I loved it I didn’t havg ang problgms, but again, | wasn’t in that—
[ wasn’t laging down in the junglgs with snakes and gverygthing imaginablg—ticks—
crawling all over mg, likg theg boys in theg infantry units were. o | didn’t have that
problgm of coming back. {Ind as soon as | got out of the sgrvieg, | gnrolligd in school,
80 | had four gears there to try stuffing things in my brain.

Pid you work after?
(Riechard Cromer) Hfter what?
{fter you camg back.

(Richard Cromer) Well, just part time jobs. No ong wanted to hirg gou. | was in the
Army Reserves and well it was against the law to restrict gou from bging hired. Bat it
just happengd to be that therg weregn’t any jobs availablg that you were looking for.
That’s ong way they could get out of it. But going to school, | had part time jobs in the
summer, gach summer. | gvgn drove school busgs for two summers so. You know | had
varigty of things to do. But, | wasn’t on Wall Street, if that’s what gou meant.

Oh, yeah. | Rnow what gou mgan. What was gour favorite mgmory of bging in
the war.

(Riechard Cromer) I don’t know. ... Ong of the things that | did gnjoy was when | got into
Japan on thg Oceupation Foregs, therg were two other guys and | got involved in a
littlg charch in a town outsidg thg basg and these littlg Rids in therg ngver heard of icg-



crgam, basketball, basgball, so weg got thosg things—wg got baskets and basketballs
and wg got basgball bats and glovegs and balls—and wg madg icg-crgam a couplg
timgs for them and just to see all thosg Rids, gou know, sergaming in delight, | thought
oh bouy, this is pretty good, so. | think that we really helped the—and I'm surg it
happgned in a lot of placgs throughout Japan—but [ felt that we contributed something
to thgse young peoplg in trying to understand that wg weregn’t beasts out there that
trigd to Rill them and that weg werg trging to tgach them some of our sports

That’s wondgrful. ®id you build strong relationships with gour comradgs?
{Ind arg you still in contact?

(Riechard Cromer) No, no. I don’t know... Therg was ong guy that [ was... We palled
around toggther becausg hg was from Mechanicsburg. fAnd weg both had different
things that wg wanted to do. [ wanted to travel and I'd hopg on a train—wg’d have free
accgss to the trains over therge, the servicg peoplg—so | could hop on a train and go it
on a weegkend, I'd 8¢t a pass and 8o any placg | wanted to as long as | was back on
Monday morning. {Ind | did. | travelled around a lot through there. {Ind that was an
ambition of ming. | thought that a lot of Japan was familiar—was similar, not familiar,
to Pegnnsylvania. fnd | was surprised to sge that. Now, of coursg the rieg pattigs and
that type of thing, wherg they had their farming was on a hillsidg, we don’t do that. {Ind
I didn’t sge horsgs that used for pall their gquipment bat [ don’t think the parts that |
was in | don’t think they had farms that werge that large, you know they werg sort of
small, family typg things.

What was gour favoritg placg that gou went?
(Richard Cromer) FPavorite place that | went? Oh, well Mount Fuji Islands.
The voleano right?

(Riechard Cromer) Yep, yep, yep. While | was there, 1 picked up, 1 picked up a painting
on ricg paper of Mount Fuji and it shows a littlg village of it and | can sgge if | can find it
beforg you go.

Okay.

(Richard Cromer) Ugah. That was pretty neat. {dnd then I got down to the... I got down
into the Southern part of Japan and [ got to swim in the €ast China S¢a, well gou don’t
do that too often, do you, right?

Ugah. That’s actually really cool.
(Richard Cromer) That was neat.
Peseribe the ROTC Program at collgge
(Riechard Cromer) Well, its ROTC. ®id you takg ROTC at school?

There’s actually a program at our school.



(Riechard Cromer) Yeah. I know, I'm happily—well not involved yet, but we arg trging to
comg up with someg medals for the Rids over therg. Well, you just start out as basic
training and of coursg it was after—it wasn’t a full timg thing. It was a lot likg a regular
class. Well gou took a class that had three eredits, gou took ROTC. {Ind gach year well
gou moved up and advanced into what all you werg Igarning, until the time of
graduation. {Ind you got your gold bar pinngd on gou, as dgcond ligutgnant. {Ind |
was, | was lucky becausg somg of the boys that [ was in the ROTC with got called back
in for Rorga. {Ind | did not g¢t called back. [ don’t know if it was because of my flat feet
or what happegned there.

Pescribg your grperignees in the Reserves.

(Riechard Cromer) Well, it was basically gou... I think wg, at that timg, [ think we had a
meeting gvery other week. nd gou went to it per week. In a casg, [ lived in Carlislg so
we had a Reserve Unit at the Carlislg Barracks, as we called it then; now it is War
Collgge. We'd 8o for meetings and we'd have a Reserve Unit there—magbe fifty sixty
guys. Ind weg'd get involved with the training. {Ind gvery summer, we would go to a
two wegks summer camp, and of coursg with mg being in army segeurity that Reserve
Unit at the Barracks was infantry, so | went up to... well [ went down to Virginia to a
base down there for a couple years and then | went up to Fort Pevon, Massachusetts
for two years and thegn they disbanded that. {Ind then | got out of the Reserves, so. But
it was, it was basically a Regserve Unit type of thing that they tried to Reep your
training updated, in casg we had to be callgd back in. [ don’t... | don’t know if | agreed
with all that but angwag.

®id anygong in gour... Pid anyong ¢lsg in gour family or any frignds serve in
this war or any previous war?

(Richard Cromer) Oh my gracious. Ygs! dbsolutely! | had a great, great, great uncle
that was in the Revolutionary War. | had a great grandfather that fought in the Civil
War. He was in the Marygland Calvary on theg Union sidg and hg was wounded and he
was captured as a prisongr down in Virginia. | had two unelgs that were in World War
[I'at the bgginning. {Ind then my brother, Wendin, hg was six ygars gounggr than | so
when he turned of age, | took him down and gnlisted him into the dir Foreg. {Ind then
whegn my daughters go old gnough to bg marrigd, why my ong daughter marrigd a
goung man who had bggn—hg joingd thg Reserves | dugss it was—anygwagy hg, when
he finished collgge he joingd in with the Pennsylvania National Guard and he got
callgd over. tig was into Bosnia for almost a year. {Ind thegn, and then for this war, |
havg a grandson who was in Irag for threg ong gear terms. {Ind heg was with the
€ighty-d¢gcond fir Borng and he is now out and doing a good job. But you know
wg've had, wg've had family in protegcting our country, you know.

Pescribg gour nationalism towards {Imerica and what influgnced it.
(Riechard Cromer) Pgseribg my who?

Uour nationalism towards {Imgerica.



(Riechard Cromer) I'm not sure I undegrstand what gou’rg asking me. 'm an dmerican. Is
that what you megan? No, gou don’t mgan that.

[ know you’rg fImgrican. [ don’t kKnow wg can skip this qugstion.

(Richard Cromer) Well, no. You’ve must have some regason to ask me that. What were
gou—I'm not surg what you arg looking for.

[ was just wondering if you could gxplain how gou feel about America and...

(Riechard Cromer) I loveg it! It's my country. Yegah. | think wg’'ve got some... We've got a
lot of problgms in Washington. {Ind I'm scared to degath that they arg going to mess
this up with somg of this stuff that they’reg trying to shove down gvergong’s throat, but |
don’t know. W¢'vg been in bad spots beforg and we pulled out of it and | hope we can
do it this time.

Pid religion affect your vigws on war?
(Richard Cromer) Pid who?
Pid regligion.

(Richard Cromer) No. No, becausg if you look at the biblg, they have been fighting ever
sincg theg beginning of timg, right? | don’t know why. Nobody can gver get settled.

Have you discussed your war grperignegs with mgmbers of gour family?

(Richard Cromer) Yegah, my grandson and I talked. | wanted to hegar about his ‘causg he
was in the worst messes than | was over therg. That mess over there is terrible. Our
boys arg all coming back—a lot of lot of mgntal problgms, you know. | just hopg the
country stands in back of thgsg boys and takes carg of them. We called it battlg
fatigug—I forget what they, they got a namg now for it—

They do have a name; | don’t remegmber it. [Post Traumatic Stress Pisorder]
(Richard Cromer) No, | don’t gither. Bat that’s not important now, wg know what it is.
How has your gxperigncees changed your vigws on lifg?
(Richard Cromer) Give me that again.
How’s your war gxperignegs changed gour vigws on lifg?

(Richard Cromer) Well, I don’t kKnow if it had changed it ang. | just sorta went along,
gou know. | grew up in a period of a war and | kngw that ong day | was going to have to
go in. fdnd [ think, I think all ygoung people should sgrve two years in the servieg. |
don’t carg who they arg or what they arg, they should sgrve two years. You really
Igarn a lot in there. Ind therg’s some valuablg lgssons that gou can... Now gou can be
a real Rnucklghgad and get in troublg all the timeg and that dogsn’t work but the {rmy
has a way of taking carg of those guys, too. 90, it was, | think it madg a better pgrson



out of mg and bging ablg to Igarn how to get along with other people. That’s a hard job
somgtimes, you know. | mag not likg gou, bat if [ got to work with begsidg of ya, | better
figurg out how to do that without bging antagonistic to you all theg time, so.

What would you saqy is your philosophy of life?

(Riechard Cromer) Live and let live. Right? Ugah. | don’t know what ¢lsg to say. I'm... |
feel we have to proteet oursglves in today’s world becausg Jolly Rodger, Jog Blow,
whogver he is out therg dogsn’t likg our way of living and h¢’s out to dgstroy us, so if
wg want to continug living like that, wg've got to Igarn how to combat that typg of thing.
1Ind that, that takegs somg livegs, unfortunately. We've, we—TI've belong to this
organization callgd thg Sojourngrs, | don’t know if | told you that begforg. We were
madg up of gr-military, all branchgs—and officers and masons. {Ind wg started a
program of putting flags out for the sgrvieg peoplg that’d begen Rilled and [ think first
time | think it was only four hundred. This timg it was sgventy-two hundred. That’s a lot
of lot of people. But we put flags, we put flags up around Pegmorial Pay down at the
Indian Town Gap—havg you bgegn down therg?

No.

(Richard Cromer) Oh you've got to 80 see that that is beaatiful down there. Good gravy
that's—I mean it’s a cgmetery bat it’s really dong up nicg. ¥Ind then in Novgmber, last
gear wg went down to theg Mlasonic homg in €lizabgthtown and put the flags up out
there. 1In that’s over Vetegran’s Pay, so you should try to talk gour pargnts into driving
down to €lizabgthtown and sgg that. They're up for a couple of daygs. They don’t Igave
them there for weegks becausg the flags deteriorate too fast. But you’d bg shocked
when gou sgg it.

Well thank gou so much for your—
(Richard Cromer) That’s il
That’s it.
(Richard Cromer) You didn’t gven ask me what Rind of icg-cream I like!
Which Rind of icg-crgam do gou like?
(Richard Cromer) I likg butter pecan!
Well that’s good!
(Richard Cromer) ®id you bring somg along?
No I didn’t! Ngxt time.
(Richard Cromer) ORag.

I'll comge and visit.



